NEWSLETTER
May 2008

No 4

john(@malawilink.org
robyn@malawilink.org

www.malawilink.org

NEWS IN BRIEF

We have discovered that
learning the local lan-
guage- Chichewa does
not come naturally.

Hannah has a swimming
badge, Rachel four new
teeth and their parents,
insomnia.

John work remains chal-
lenging and stimulating.

Every Day in Malawi feels
like a real privilege

John has been busy launch-
ing a new national clubfoot
program and organising
training courses

Hannah & Rachel —growing fast

The Cashman Family in Malawi

At Homse

Well it hardly seems possible
we have been here over six
months already. Our efforts to
speak the local language are
painfully remedial. Our local
Malawian language teacher can
hardly keep a straight face as
he gets a weekly debrief of our
lamentable attempts to com-
municate in the vernacular. It
is no wonder the patients’
guardians looks confused as
John confidently re-enacts
something akin to a Monty

At Work

John’s wotk continues to be
very stimulating. He has Jim
Harrison (previously Newcas-
tle) and Nick Lubega (from
Kampala) as surgeon col-
leagues and works alongside a
newly qualified Kenyan sur-
geon Samuel Maina and a
British senior trainee from
Oxford - Rob Freeman. Itis a
very happy surgical team and
it is very nice to both be able
to teach and be taught! The
surgeons are supported by an

extremely capable and friendly

Malawian nursing team at the
CURE hospital. We have
about fourty paediatric inpa-
tient beds and another 8 pri-
vate adult beds. The revenue
from the relatively small
amount of adult private work
helps underwrite the chil-
dren’s service, which is pro-
vided without charge. Each

Python sketch enquiring along
the lines of “how many children
in the family have legs?*

Robyn is enjoying her two
gitls enormously and seeing
them thrive is such a lovely
outdoor environment. Rachel
would like us to all share in
the discomfort of her teeth-
ing. She tries to ensure true
empathy by keeping us all
awake at night. Hannah then
takes over the baton of the
anti-slumber campaign by day.

child patient is accompanied
by one adult and both patient
and guardian are clothed, fed
and treated for free. It is the
only mission hospital in Ma-
lawi that provides such free
treatment and it is a real privi-
lege to be part of such a set-
vice. The hospital aims not
just to provide top-quality
orthopaedic care without
charge, but also to be a bea-
con of excellence of clinical
care and in training of medical
students, nurses and para-
medical staff that pass
through. John also wotks on-
call in the adjacent Govern-
ment hospital where condi-
tions are less favourable and
facilities more basic. He is
helping with orthopaedic edu-
cation and is organising a
meeting to train surgeons in
this part of Africa is the use

Both parents are aging quicker
than our lifestyle should de-
mand..

Hannah now swims pretty
well and no longer needs too
much supervision in the pool.
She was awarded a “Tadpole”
swimming award at school -
of which she is rightly very
proud! Rachel also seems to
love the water and I am sure
will follow in her sister’s
wake.

of fine-wire circular frames
for limb deformity correction.
We are very excited that a
team of friends from Sheffield
and Oxford are coming over
in the first week of June to
lecture and demonstrate on
the course and we look for-
ward to showing them around
on a brief tour afterwards.

The National Clubfoot Pro-
ject continues to gain momen-
tum with more national train-
ing courses to be organised
and run in the coming months
and quite a few meetings with
departments within the state
health system to try and get
the whole thing to wotk well.
Challenging - but hopefully
should be of lasting benefit to
the 1200 children / year in
this country who are affected
by this disabling condition.
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