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NEWS IN BRIEF

Life continues to be great
fun and full of challenges

Rachel developed severe
Croup (inflamed upper
airways) and breathing
difficulties Requiring ad-
mission to Intensive Care
and air ambulance
evacuation to South Af-
rica.

God is Good! She is re-
covering well

The Cashman Famlly in Malawi
The end of our first year

It seems very strange that we
are, in effect, approaching the
end of our first year in Malawi.
We are about to return to the
UK for a holiday and by the
time we get back home in
September, we will be almost
celebrating our anniversary.

We have had a marvellous time
both as a family and at work in
CURE. Our last fortnight has
been somewhat focussed on
the sudden illness of Rachel,
our one year old daughter. In
mid July she developed a nasty
cold, which soon turned into
sevete croup (uppet airway
mnflammation) which threat-
ened to stop her breathing
completely. We were fortunate
to have been treated fantastic-
ally by local friends who are
paediatricians, but despite early
steroids and antibiotics, her
condition rapidly deteriorated
over 48hours, necessitating

¢ We will be having on
open-house after-
noon on Sat 16th Au-
gust—email us for
details

e We will also be at All
Saints Church in
Bath on Sunday Aug
17th—hope to see
you there!

emergency admission to the
government hospital Intensive
Care Unit in Blantyre. Her
condition was very critical and
unfortunately there was no
paediatric ventilator or neces-
sary monitoring available in
Malawi, so she was evacuated
by emergency air ambulance
to a paediatric intensive care
unit in Johannesburg. It was a
trying time for us as a family,
but we have been marvel-
lously upheld by the prayers
and supportive messages of so
many people from all over the
wortld—thank you so much to
everyone.

It is tempting in dark times to
focus on negatives and “/f
only’s” We have been re-
minded of the challenge to
stay focussed on our Lord and
on our dependence on him
alone. We are so grateful to
God for Rachel’s recovery

A Welcome Break

We are now really looking
forward to catching up with
family and friends in the
UK in August. Rachel will
hopefully be well enough
for us to join many friends
from Church in Bath to go
the “New Wine” Christian
conference at the beginning

of the month. We will be
staying in Bath until 17th
August, prior to spending a
week together as a family
before going to visit family
in Scotland for the last
week.

We will have an “open

and for the love and concern
of all of our friends and fam-
ily. We have been provided
for in every conceivable way .
Throughout the darkest hours
we were really encouraged by
the presence of Robyn’s sister
Pip and by the visit of our
friend Steve Jones from Bath
with his daughter Hannah and
a mutual friend Emma White.
Being a consultant Paediatri-
cian himself, Steve was able to
indulge in a busman’s holiday
keeping Robyn company and
encouraged in the I'TU, allow-
ing John to organise emer-
gency evacuation for Rachel.
Friends all rallied around to
help and pray and even organ-
ised a half-way house for
Robyn and the girls in Jo’burg
following hospital discharge.
We are so grateful to everyone
concerned—thank you.

house” day in Bath on Sat
16th of August. We would
love to catch up with any
friends then—please email
us on the above address if
you can come and we will
send you directions. It will
not be at our own home,
which is rented out.
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